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ABOUT ARCTIC FRONTIERS
Arctic Frontiers sets the agenda through outreach activities and committed partners on arctic issues, 
by linking policy, business and science for responsible and sustainable development of the Arctic. 
The main premise is to couple academia with decision makers from government and business. 
The combination of multiple fields of expertise forms a partnership network unique in both a  
national and an international context and  includes some of the world’s leading actors on arctic issues.

The four strategic topics are a base for the activity 
in all our channels: 

The conference week
For the 5 day yearly conference in Tromsø the 
secretariat develops programs for activities 
under the pillars Plenary, Science, Young, Arena 
(including side events and Arctic Frontiers Open).

Arctic Frontiers Open and Abroad
Between the annual conference week, the Arctic 
Frontiers Secretariat organises seminars both in 
Norway and around the world. In addition to
promoting the conference week, and functioning 
as a listening post, the four strategic areas are 
used as a basis for the design of the programs, 
to keep the debate alive and develop the themes 
throughout the year. 

Visits and delegations 
The Arctic Frontiers secretariat organises and 
provides professional advice for several different 
visiting delegations throughout the year. 
The visits include delegations from abroad, other 
conferences and press tours. 

PR and chronicles
Throughout the year, the secretariat is working 
with press contacts, both nationally and inter-
nationally. The prioritisation of four key focus 
areas and the preparation of status documents 
in the field gives a greater opportunity to write 
chronicles and to develop good stories with 
journalists together with the partner network. 

Digital channels
In addition to our website, Arctic Frontiers uses 
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, YouTube and 
LinkedIn for communication. 
 

Arctic Frontiers started out in 2007 assembling 
the first global scientific conference on economic, 
societal and environmentally sustainable growth 
in the north. In January 2020, we arranged the 
14th conference with the theme “The Power of 
knowledge”. The yearly conference has a pan-arctic 
perspective and builds new partnerships across 
nations, generations and sectors. Arctic Frontiers 
provides a forum for dialogue and communication 
between science, government and industry in the 
Arctic.

Throughout the year, the Arctic Frontiers secre-
tariat works together with our partners on all of 
the five pillars that Arctic Frontiers is founded 
upon: Policy, Business, Science, Arena and 
Young. With seminars, open debates, workshops, 
projects and network meetings, both in Norway 
and abroad, Arctic Frontiers sets the agenda and 
advocates responsible knowledge-based growth 
and development in the Arctic.

ARCTIC FRONTIERS STRATEGY

The overall goal of Arctic Frontiers is to contribute 
to knowledge-based development of business 
and society in the Arctic. The Steering Committee 
meeting in Trondheim in April 2018 adopted the 
establishment of four strategic working groups on 
four key focus areas. Arctic Frontiers strategy sets 
out a vision for the future development of Arctic 
Frontiers and the purpose is to:

1. Strengthening of interaction between the secretariat 
and partners, leading to increased partner involvement 
and engagement in the development of Arctic Frontiers.

2. Set out a future vision for Arctic Frontiers as an 
agenda setter, public diplomacy organisation, and a 
competence hub which is beneficial to partners.

FINANCING OF ARCTIC FRONTIERS

Arctic Frontiers is a non-profit organisation 
organised as a project under Akvaplan-niva AS. 
The funding of Arctic Frontiers comes mainly 
from three sources: partner contributions, grants 
through applications from public institutions 
supporting work related to Arctic issues and in-
come from the Arctic Frontiers conference week. 
In addition, Arctic Frontiers gets ad-hoc finan-
cial funding when arranging different activities 
throughout the year. 

SECRETARIAT  

The Arctic Frontiers secretariat is hosted by 
Akvaplan-niva located at the Fram Centre in 
Tromsø, Norway. The secretariat is responsible 
for day to day operations, the year around activ-
ities and for the programming of the annual con-
ference, and reports to the steering committee. 
The secretariat has in 2019 consisted of:

Director: 
Ole Øvretveit
 
Head of program and communication: 
Line Kjelstrup

Head of economy and partners: 
Eirik Darell Holand

Head of science and project development: 
Alexey Pavlov

In addition, through collaboration with UiT The Arctic
University of Norway, we have had two interns for our 
Young program: 
Lise Johansen and Ibrahim M Larry Fataka
 
Part-time resource on web and registration: 
Chris Emblow

THE FOUR KEY FOCUS AREAS

The four strategic topics summarise our recent and current focus areas and cover most of  
our activities.  A topical framework for the secretariat opens up for deeper and more forceful 
processes, especially on the development of competence, partner involvement and networks.

Societies: Resilient societies, innovation, technology transfer, smart infrastructure and 
connectivity

Ocean: Healthy and productive oceans, sustainable ocean economy and a balanced 
approach to use and protection of marine resources

Knowledge: Communicating science to decision makers, the role of science in the de-
velopment of the Arctic region, science diplomacy and global trends on science-policy 
interaction

Business: Technology, green competitiveness, energy, transportation, resources, busi-
ness trends and knowledge-based growth in the Arctic.
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Senior Partners

Partners Associate Partners Friends of the Conference

University of OsloUiO

NORTH STAR GROUP

ROSCONGRESS

ARCTICNET

INTERNATIONAL CENTRE  
FOR REINDEER HUSBANDRY

KOREA MARITIME INSTITUTE

UARCTIC

APECS

AMAP

NORSK OLJE&GASS

JOHNSON SHOYAMA

THE NORWEGIAN  
BARENTS SECRETARIAT

RUSSIAN GEOGRAPHICAL  
SOCIETY

Arctic Frontiers has a strong international 
and national partner network. Arctic Frontiers 
seeks partners from academia, public gover-
nance and business with interests and activities 
in the circumpolar Arctic.

The partner network is an important prerequisite 
for the quality of a high-level conference such as 
Arctic Frontiers. In order to have a professional 
and updated view on Arctic issues, Arctic Frontiers 
relies on good interaction with the partners. 

PARTNERS 2019
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ARCTIC FRONTIERS 
CONFERENCE WEEK 2020

The Arctic Frontiers 2020 conference was held 26-30 January in Tromsø.  It was the third year 
in which all activities were organised in the centre of Tromsø, and with the Clarion Hotel-The 
Edge and Fram Centre as the main venues. It gives the conference as a meeting place a compact 
feeling and provides an infrastructure that is easier to navigate for the delegates, it is also 
easier for us as an organiser. 

In total, there were about 1500 registered participants 
from 37 countries involved during the conference 
week, attending the Plenary and Science programs, 
the Side events, Young activities and Arctic 
Frontiers Open events. In addition to this number 
there were hundreds who participated in the 
Young program activities and the open debates 
which did not require registration in the system. 
In 2020, there was an increase in the number of 
participants registered in the system compared 
to the 2019 conference.
 
For 2020 we managed to lift and streamline the 
conference production, have less overlap in the 
conference programs and to better coordinate 
everyone involved in the production. 

The secretariat also aimed to increase the potential 
for networking, strengthening the brand of Arctic 
Frontiers and making the conference more visible 
in the city. 
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ARCTIC FRONTIERS PLENARY

In 2018 the Policy and Business program elements 
were merged into one Plenary program running 
over two full days on Monday and Tuesday, linking 
policy, science and business. 
In 2020 the Plenary had 5 sessions: State of the 
Arctic, Powered by knowledge, Resilient Arctic 
communities, Sustainable Arctic oceans and 
Future Arctic business. The format followed 
previous years with short introductions from 
key speakers, with no Powerpoint presentations, 
followed by a panel discussion. A new element this 
year were the “Brief Outlooks”, where experts, 
business representatives, students and others had 
3-4 minutes to present from a separate stage in the  
room, bringing new perspectives and questions 
into the discussion. It was well received by the 
audience and a format that can be further devel-
oped for 2021. 

Stephen Sackur as moderator held high energy 
through the tight program. No side events were 
arranged at the same time as the main Plenary 
program which  meant there was a high and sta-
ble participation throughout the program.  
Unforeseen things happen and this year the Plenary 
program was particularly affected by changes 
in the government composition in Norway and 
Russia and the impeachment hearing in the US 
resulting in last minute cancellations of several 
high level participants. 

The Plenary program and parts of the Science 
program were livestreamed, in English and Rus-
sian translation. All recordings from the confer-
ence week are available on the Arctic Frontiers 
YouTube channel.

CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS 2020 

The conference proceedings are written for the 
Arctic Frontiers audience in a visually appealing, 
easy to read format. The purpose of the report is 
to collect the main ideas, observations and out-
comes of both the plenary and science sessions 
at Arctic Frontiers 2020. Internally the report 
will be used as we plan AF2021 to ensure that we 
build on the successes and learn from the lessons 
that emerged. The final report will be added as an 
annex to this Annual Report when published.Plenary Session 2 - Powered by knowledge. Outi Snellman, Vice-president, Organization, University of the Arctic and Director 

of International Relations, University of Lapland, Rovaniemi, Finland; Matilda Ernkrans, Minister for Higher Education and 
Research, Government of Sweden; Stephen Sackur, Moderator; Geir Håøy, President and Chief Executive Officer, KONGSBERG; 
Dorthe Dahl-Jensen, Niels Bohr Institute, University of Copenhagen; Anita Parlow, Principal, A.L. Parlow & Associates, LLC.

Photo: Alberto Grohovaz/Arctic Frontiers 2020.
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• 88 oral and 50 poster 
presentations were given at the 
conference (see graph to the left).

• More time was allocated for 
discussions and Q&A, during both 
days of the science program facil-
itating more interaction between 
conference participants, this was 
met positively by the audience. 

Furthermore, three dedicated 
(1 hour long) panel discussions 
were organised. Topics included: 
“ Knowledge from the local to 
the pan-Arctic”, “ The Power of 
Knowledge - Into the future”, and “ 
The Northern Sea Route and Arctic 
Communities”.  

Arctic Frontiers secretariat and 
the Strategic Science Committee 
will continue to further develop 
and improve the Arctic Frontiers 
Science program.

Key highlights include:

• This year, Arctic Frontiers Sci-
ence started with a “Science kick-
off” session concluding the plenary 
part of the conference on Tuesday 
afternoon. The format was a panel 
discussion focusing on identifying 
key highlights for the science con-
ference in the following two days

• The main poster session took place 
on Tuesday afternoon, and posters 
were available for display through-
out the rest of the conference 

• The science plenary session 
took place on Wednesday morning 
followed by a moderated panel 
discussion

ARCTIC FRONTIERS SCIENCE

The four themes of the Arctic Frontiers Science 2020 were:

Theme 1: Arctic Food Security led by researchers from University of Toronto 
(Canada) and the Institute of Marine Research (Norway)

Theme 2: Knowledge-based development in the Arctic led by researchers 
from the Arctic Centre, University of Lapland (Finland) and the Norwegian 
Polar Institute (Norway)

Theme 3: Disruptive technologies led by researchers from IBM Research 
(USA) and SINTEF Digital (Norway)

Theme 4: Local or Global Arctic? Multi-scaled considerations of 
connections and remoteness in climate-impacted communities 
led by researchers from the Hong Kong University 
and University of Bergen (Norway).

Arctic Frontiers 2020, Science plenary. From left: Asgeir Sørensen, Centre for Marine Operations and Systems (AMOS), 
Department of Marine Technology, Norwegian University of Science and Technology (NTNU); Florian Stammler, Professor of 
Arctic Anthropology, Arctic Centre, University of Lapland; Renuka Badhe, Executive Secretary , European Polar Board; 
Tracey Galloway, Assistant professor, University of Toronto; and moderator Kikki Kleiven, Associate professor at the University 
of Bergen and the Bjerknes Centre for Climate Change.

Photo:Terje Mortensen/Arctic Frontiers 2020



2020 ARCTIC FRONTIERS - ANNUAL REPORT14 15ANNUAL REPORT - 2020 ARCTIC FRONTIERS

ARCTIC FRONTIERS SIDE EVENTS 

To strengthen the discussion on Arctic issues, 
Arctic Frontiers invited institutions and organi-
sations to arrange side events supplementing the 
main program. Arctic Frontiers secretariat has an 
editorial role to ensure coherence with the main 
program and the technical quality of the events. 

Arctic Frontiers also contributed as a co-host 
for side events with themes that were strongly 
related to the Arctic Frontiers strategy. During the 
2020 conference, Arctic Frontiers hosted 39 side 
events arranged by some 90 different institutes 
and organisations. Arctic Frontiers will continue 
to be open to host side event proposals from various 
institutes and organisations but will give higher 
priority to side events by Arctic Frontiers partners.
 

ARCTIC FRONTIERS OPEN

Arctic Frontiers  represents an open and free arena 
for the discussion of topics of local, regional and 
national interest and importance. All events are 
held in Norwegian and are arranged at accessible  
and popular venues in Tromsø city centre. 

Some of the Arctic Frontiers Open events were 
arranged in collaboration with Arctic Frontiers 
partners. Seeing the added value these events bring 
to the brand of Arctic Frontiers, the program will 
be developed further as an open debate arena in 
Northern Norway and throughout the country.

We hosted five Arctic Frontiers Open events 
during the conference week. Four debates were 
held at Prelaten in Tromsø city centre and one 
PechaKucha event at Storgata Camping. 

ARCTIC FRONTIERS YOUNG

Arctic Frontiers Young has the goal of involving  
and informing the young generation about Arctic  
issues. Several activities and projects were carried 
out in 2020, such as Science for Kids for kinder-
garten and Science for Schools aimed at students 
in primary and middle schools.  We also held ca-
reer and mentoring programs for undergraduate 
and graduates and emerging leaders of the Arctic. 

Arctic Frontiers Young gives children, students, 
scientists and young leaders of the Arctic a voice, 
enabling them to express their expectations and 
concerns and engage in the discussions with 
stakeholders in the region. In cooperation with 
our partners and several Norwegian diplomatic 
missions, Arctic Frontiers Young maintains Arctic 
Frontiers as a meeting point for young actors. 

The Emerging Leaders program selected 30 
candidates from different countries to participate 
in a blend of technical, social and cultural events 
accompanied by mentors from business, politics 
and academia. The Emerging Leaders explored 
topics that are specific to the Arctic mindset and 
engage in crucial and contemporary discussions 
on environment, resource management, security 
and the development of business and technology 
in the Arctic. 

The Arctic Frontiers Student Forum aimed at 
fostering peer-based learning and professional 
development amongst students by providing an 
avenue for open dialogue between students and 
experts in the Arctic region from academia, 
government and business. The Arctic Frontiers 
Student Forum has become a very popular oppor-
tunity for students with an interest in Arctic issues.  
The Arctic Frontiers Student Forum also offers the 
possibility for students to meet and exchange 
ideas and to visit educational and cultural insti-
tutions in Tromsø, and to attend workshops to 
develop their research ideas and professional 
careers.

Arctic Frontiers works closely with partners in and 
outside Norway to develop the Arctic Frontiers 
Young portfolio. UiT The Arctic University of Norway 
assigned a 30% position to coordinate Arctic 
Frontiers Young, and a 20% position to coordinate 
the Student Forum during the conference, and  
ensure the continued focus on young in the Arctic. Top: Arctic Frontiers Open: Pecha Kucha and Arctic Frontiers closing party. Photo: Alberto Grohovaz/Arctic Frontiers 2020

Left: Science for kids. Photo: Kjersti Vikør/Arctic Frontiers 2020

Right: Concert at Driv, cohosted by Nordlysfestivalen and Arctic Frontiers. Performers: Duvvene. Photo: Alberto Grohovaz/Arctic Frontiers 2020
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DINNER RECEPTIONS

The Arctic Frontiers receptions provide the op-
portunity to share ideas, solutions in an informal 
setting and create lasting connections with our 
partners, speakers and conference delegates.
Among the key notes were the Mayor of Tromsø, 
Gunnar Wilhelmsen; the U.S. Ambassador to 
Norway Kenneth J. Braithwaite and the swedish 
Minister for Higher Education and Research, 
Matilda Ernkrans.
The venues used in 2020 were the Fram Centre,  
the Radisson Blu hotel, Polaria and Scandic  
Ishavshotell. 

Arctic Frontiers 2020 Opening ceremony and reception, 
The Fram Centre

Photo: Alberto Grohovaz/Arctic Frontiers 2020
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As an agenda setter, it is also important  
for Arctic Frontiers to maintain the  
debate throughout the year and involve 
several cities in Norway and abroad. 
The secretariat develops and facilitates 
programs for Arctic Frontiers Seminars  
Abroad, Arctic Frontiers Open and 
delegation visits throughout the year. 
These are organized in cooperation with 
Arctic Frontiers partners, Norwegian 
embassies and other partners.

Arctic Frontiers Open represents an 
open and free arena for discussion on 
topics of local, regional and national 
interest and importance. All events are 
held in Norwegian.

Through Arctic Frontiers Seminars 
Abroad we wish to reach out to stake-
holders outside of Norway. We present 
Arctic Frontiers and our partners to 
an international audience and attract 
new participants to the conference in 
Tromsø. 
 

YEAR AROUND 
ACTIVITIES 
IN 2019

Arctic Frontiers aims to achieve
successful branding of Norwegian 
and international arctic competence 
and to promote the Arctic Frontiers 
conference as an important and 
natural platform for a balanced and 
knowledge based dialogue on 
Arctic issues.

Below is an overview of all activities that took place 
between the 2019 and 2020 conference weeks:

11 April Arctic Frontiers Open Oslo: 
 “Er Norge virkelig verdensmester på havforvaltning?”

2 May Seminar for UN Ambassadors, KV Andenes: 
 “Policy, science and business for  sustainable oceans” 

27 May Delegation: Round table 5 US Senators in Tromsø 

8 June Arctic Frontiers Open: 
 “Smart Arctic – det nye Longyearbyen?”

19 June Delegation:  Seminar for delegation visiting Tromsø from Mali 

18 July Arctic Frontiers Abroad  Washington: Arctic Ocean and   
 Blue economy session at  8th Symposium on the Impacts of 
 an Ice-Diminishing Arctic on Naval and Maritime Operations

13 August Arctic Frontiers Open Arendalsuka x3: 
 “Teknologioptimisme vs tøffe valg.” “Kunnskap som drivkraft  
 i nord.” “Arktis – vilje til utvikling?”

24 August Delegation. Seminar for UN Ambassadors at KV Senja:   
 “Policy, science and business for sustainable oceans” 

26 August     Arctic Frontiers Open Framsenteret: 
 “Adapting to Climate change” 

6 September Partner and arranging session at 
 Arctic Futures 2050, Washington

19 September Arctic Frontiers Open Finnsnes: 
 “Trenger vi å bry oss om Arktis i nye Senja kommune?”

7 October Arctic Frontiers Abroad Singapore: 
 “Knowledge for Ocean Sustainability”

21 October Arctic Frontiers Open Tromsø/Arctic Innovation Week 
 “Nord-Norge – mulighetenes landsdel”

13 November Arctic Frontiers Abroad Murmansk  
 “Arctic tourism – opportunities and challenges”

21 November Arctic Frontiers Abroad Stockholm: 
 “Et bærekraftig Arktis – kunnskap og formidling” 

25 November Arctic Frontiers Abroad Finland’s embassy in Oslo:  
 “From the forest to the sea”

6 December Arctic Frontiers Abroad Tokyo  
 “The power of knowledge”

Troms and Finnmark county council
Arctic Frontiers has a long and close collaboration  
with Troms and Finnmark County Council. In 
addition to being one of our senior partners 
from the start, Arctic Frontiers also works with 
the county on specific projects throughout the 
year. In 2019, Arctic Frontiers had the initiative 
and responsibility for the roll out of an Arctic 
press grant for Norwegian journalists, granted 
by the county. The aim was to inspire and give 
more journalists the opportunity to immerse 
themselves in Arctic issues and, through their 
reports, increase interest among Norwegians for 
the Arctic. Five scholarships were awarded in the 
autumn of 2019, totalling NOK 260,000. As part of 
their program Urban Arctic, several AF Open and 
AF Abroad events were organized in collaboration 
and with the support of the county.

Innovation Norway
An important part of discussing protection and 
growth in the Arctic, is to address the role of  
industries and businesses, and how to conduct  
sustainable development of natural based 
businesses and industries. Arctic Frontiers has 
ambitions to be a preferred meeting place for 
international, national and regional business 
and industries with interests in the Arctic areas. 
Innovation Norway is a senior partner in Arctic 
Frontiers and through cooperation Arctic Frontiers  
is in a strong position to develop itself as a preferred  
meeting place for Arctic business and industries. 
The cooperation also includes activities related to 
AF Open and AF Abroad. 

Russian Geographical Society
In 2014 Arctic Frontiers signed a partnership 
deal with the Russian Geographical Society aimed 
at strengthening ties and friendship across the 
borders and develop cooperation where possi-
ble. Under the agreement the two parties have 
regular meetings and participate in Arctic Fron-
tiers and the Russian counterpart: The Arctic – a 
territory for dialogue. The Russian side has been 
much involved in bringing Russian students to 
Arctic Frontiers Young. 

Science Diplomacy Center, Fletcher School of 
Law and Diplomacy, Tufts University (USA)
Following the MoU between Arctic Frontiers and  
the Science Diplomacy Center (The Fletcher School  
of Law and Diplomacy, Tufts University), signed 
in autumn 2018, there has been ongoing collabora- 
tive work throughout 2019 and 2020 on “Informed  
Decisionmaking for sustainability” book series. 
Volume 2 of the book series entitled “Building 
Common Interests in the Arctic Ocean with Global  
Inclusion” (Editors: Paul A. Berkman, Oran R. Young, 
Alexander N. Vylegzhanin, Ole Øvretveit and David 
A. Balton) will be published in conjunction with 
the Arctic Frontiers 2020 conference, and is based 
on research studies presented during the science 
part of the conference, as well as written inter-
ventions from plenary program.

Wilson Centre (USA)
Arctic Frontiers has been working closely with the 
Wilson Center since 2017. In the conference year 
2020 the collaboration was further strengthened 
with a session on Blue Economy at the 8th Symposium  
on the Impacts of an Ice-Diminishing Arctic on 
Naval and Maritime Operations. Arctic Frontiers 
director Ole Øvretveit took part in one of the panel  
discussions. The collaboration further included 
consultancy and coordination in relation to a visit 
from five US senators to Tromsø in May 2019. The  
Wilson Center was also represented in the plenary  
part of Arctic Frontiers 2020, arranged side-events  
and in general made a visible and substantial 
presence at the conference. So far a MoU, or other  
formalising agreement, has not been signed between 
the Wilson Center and Arctic Frontiers. This might  
be an idea for the future, but at this point the 
collaboration is working very well. 

Korea Maritime Institute
The Korea Maritime Institute and Arctic Frontiers 
signed an MoU in June 2019 as part of the Korean 
state visit to Norway. The two parties have ambitious 
plans for collaboration on oceanic and terrestrial/ 
societal issues. In autumn 2019, director Ole Øvretveit 
was invited to give a presentation at the Arctic 
Partnership Week 2019 in Busan. The Korea  
Maritime Institute was also present at Arctic 
Frontiers 2020 and are planning side events at 
the conference for future years.

PROJECTS COOPERATION AND MoUs
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SOME EXAMPLES OF 
MEDIA PARTICIPATION

There where several in depth stories by TV GTRK 
Murman and Ria Novosti, Russia (both with na-
tional reach). The Chinese media is covering the 
Arctic Frontiers with greater interest yearly.
Ten reporters from China’s leading media (news 
agencies, newspapers, magazine, radio and TV) 
covered Arctic Frontiers this year. The Straits 
Times from Singapore was back at the conference 
for the second year and focused their coverage on 
why and how the Arctic development is relevant 
for South East Asia. The Italian national broad-
caster RAI 3 included Arctic Frontiers in a long 
documentary on international oceans. Le Monde, 
Discover Magazine and National Geographic 
Magazine keep on returning to Arctic Frontiers 
to find the latest science-based news on climate 
change and other Arctic issues. 

The 2020 conference had great interest from Nordic 
media, partly because of a seminar on climate 
journalism (hosted by Nordic Journalist Centre 
in Århus, Denmark). The weeklong seminar used 
the conference in its own program for 20 reporters 
from all Nordic countries.

Of the 125 reporters accredited to the conference, 
35 were specially invited through a media program 
designed to highlight Arctic development. 
This media program is a cooperation between 
The Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Arctic 
Frontiers, Tromsø International Film Festival 
(TIFF) and The Northern Lights festival, with 
support from the Municipality of Tromsø, Troms 
County Municipality, UiT The Arctic University of 
Norway and the Fram Centre. 

MEDIA COVERAGE

Arctic Frontiers conference week is experiencing an increased media attention; 112 reporters  
from 19 countries attended and coverage in local Norwegian media was better than ever before.  
Arctic Frontiers is referred to as the “Davos of The Arctic”, both in national Norwegian media 
and internationally.

The media attention Arctic Frontiers gets 
internationally shows that the conference has 
established itself as a natural place to be for media  
reporting on climate change and geopolitical 
challenges related to the Arctic. Though climate 
change is the key element in most stories, inter-
national media also exposed Arctic business 
development, Norway’s role in international 
Arctic governance, the Sami people’s place in a 
changing Arctic and circumpolar cultural and 
business collaborations. The possibility of new 
political tension over Arctic resources, involving 
Russia, China and the USA, also made headlines 
at this year’s conference.

In Norway, the conference got news coverage 
on NRK (national and local, TV and radio), TV2 
Nyhetskanalen, High North News (published in 
Norwegian and English) plus the Tromsø-based 
newspapers. In regional and specialised press, 
the conference was highlighted through op-eds 
written by Arctic Frontiers invited writers. Two 
of the op-eds, published in Nordlys, were written 
by a Polish science journalist and an American 
science reporter who have specialised in Arctic 
matters.  In an op-ed published in the daily news-
paper The Straits Times, Norway’s Ambassador 
to Singapore, Anita Nergaard, published her 
thoughts on Arctic relevance to South East Asia.   
Since many of the analyses and reportages 
connected to Arctic Frontiers will appear months 
after the conference, a full press report will be 
finalised the spring 2020.

SOCIAL MEDIA

Social media is important for Arctic Frontiers to 
raise awareness of Arctic issues to the general 
public and to communicate relevant knowledge 
and information. Furthermore, social media 
provide excellent opportunities to advertise Arctic 
Frontiers activities throughout the year. Arctic 
Frontiers places focus on Twitter and Facebook, 
acknowledging their geographic coverage and a 
possibility to reach a wide range of audiences. 

Key highlights:

• Arctic Frontiers audience has increased from 
3385 to 3973 followers on Facebook and from 
7895 to 9066 on Twitter since Arctic Frontiers 
2019 

• Sponsored posts were used to promote the 
conference to encourage more registrations, and 
as a result we also got more followers

• January 2020 on Twitter: total number of 
impressions – 104K, profile visits – 2.25K, 
mentions – 447, new followers – 207, number of 
tweets – 58 (see graph)

• January 2020 on Facebook: total reach – 450K, 
new followers – 145, number of posts – 23 (see 
graph). A science highlights template was tested 
on Twitter (see example) for the first time. Arctic 
Frontiers asked presenters to send a graphical 
abstract (schematics, graphs, etc.) and a short text 
for a tweet summarizing the study. A specially 
designed template was used as a background for 
the graphics, and tweets were scheduled using 
the TweetDeck app according to the time of 
presentations. In total, 8 of such tweets were posted. 
 The concept will be further tested at Arctic 
Frontiers 2021.
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All in all, one must say that the participants at 
Arctic Frontiers 2020 were very pleased. As many 
as 86% would recommend a friend or colleague 
to attend the conference week. 
One of the challenges many point to is the cost level. 
The target audience for the conference is wide 
ranging. Interest in the Arctic is growing steadily 
and we want to reach out to those less familiar 
with Arctic issues, but at the same time we should 
be an important meeting place and feel relevant 
for those who have had a long career in the Arctic.

Our participants range from students and grad-
uates to those with over 20 years of work experi-
ence. Arctic Frontiers is also different from many 
other conferences because we are committed to 
gathering participants from different sectors. 
Both politicians, the public sector, researchers, 
and the business community should all benefit 
from the content and the venue. 

The Secretariat will analyze the feedback carefully  
and make the changes that are possible in the 
planning of the 2021 conference.

Arctic Frontiers would like to thank all who 
contributed to Arctic Frontiers 2020, 
speakers, delegates, staff and volunteers. 
And we especially want to thank our partners for 
good cooperation and valuable contributions.
 

EVALUATION OF THE 
2020 CONFERENCE

Arctic Frontiers will always strive for continuous 
improvement of the conference week. 
For the 2020 conference, the participants 
were therefore invited to respond to a survey. 
With a response rate of about 30%, it gives us 
a sense of level of satisfaction and important  
input for improvements, but also of what works  
well.

“Based on the overall impression, 
are you likely to recommend the conference 

to a friend or colleague?”

100 %

90 %

80 %

70 %

60 %

50 %

40 %

30 %

20 %

10 %

0 %

YES, I WOULD
RECOMMEND IT

NO, I WOULD NOT
RECOMMEND IT

Top: Ine Eriksen Søreide Minister of Foreign Affairs, Norway. Photo: Terje Mortensen/Arctic Frontiers 2020

Left: Mayor Gunnar Wilhelmsen, Tromsø Municipality, interviewed by Russian media. Photo: Alberto Grohovaz/Arctic Frontiers 2020

Right: Main poster session. Photo: Alberto Grohovaz/Arctic Frontiers 2020



Arctic Frontiers 2021

The 15th Arctic Frontiers conference week will 
take place in Tromsø, Norway 1-4 February 2021. 
Welcome!

www.arcticfrontiers.com

www.facebook.com/arcticfrontiers

https://twitter.com/arcticfrontiers

www.instagram.com/arcticfrontiers/

https://www.linkedin.com/company/arctic-frontiers/

www.youtube.com/arcticfrontiers

General enquiries should be sent to secretariat@arcticfrontiers.com


