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Arctic Frontiers is an annual international arena for the discussion on 
sustainable economic and societal development in the Arctic. 

The conference gathers representatives from academia, government and business 
and takes place in the end of January in the Norwegian city of Tromsø, also known 
as the Gateway to the Arctic. Arctic Frontiers attracts 1800 delegates from 35 
countries.

www.arcticfrontiers.com
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Arctic Frontiers starts on Sunday with an opening ceremony and ends on Friday. 
The main conference program is structured in three different pillars, Policy, Business 
and Science.  

 POLICY
 Monday and Tuesday are dedicated to Arctic Frontiers Policy where the main  
 topics of the conference are presented. This section is simultaneously translated  
 into Russian and English and broadcasted live via the Arctic Frontiers webpage. 

 BUSINESS
 From lunch Tuesday to lunch Wednesday, Arctic Frontiers Business 
 opens for the discussion of opportunities and challenges related to economic  
 development in the Arctic. 

 SCIENCE
 Wednesday to Friday the conference is assigned to Arctic Frontiers Science 
 presenting state-of-the-art Arctic research. This section is organised by 
 independent science committees.
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Throughout the year Arctic Frontiers 
facilitates seminars in Norway and 
abroad, focusing on a range of Arctic 
themes. These seminars are arranged in 
collaboration with our many partners.  
There is also a great number of side 
events and meetings taking place during 
the conference week. These arrangements 
form a valuable addition to the main 
conference program. 

Please contact the secretariat if you 
wish to hold a meeting or organise a 
side event during Arctic Frontiers.

secretariat@arcticfrontiers.com 

ARCTIC FRONTIERS ARENA
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Under our Arctic Frontiers Young program, we have six different events to which we 
invite young actors to the Arctic scene. 

Arctic Frontiers PhD workshop
The Arctic Frontiers PhD workshop offers an exciting program for early career 
scientists working on issues related to the Arctic. During the workshop, there will 
be lectures about proposal writing as well as cultural events (visiting art gallery, 
museum, etc.). The workshop is multidisciplinary and thus suitable for students from 
all scientific fields.

Science for Schools
Together with the Science Centre of Northern Norway and the Association of Polar 
Early Career Scientists, we invite all 10th grade students in Tromsø to participate 
in a science project. Following lectures, the project finishes with a poster session 
where all students present their results gathered during the course of the project. 
The event aims at communicating the many exciting tasks related to working as 
a scientist. Further, we work to establish this as an arena on which students are 
allowed to engage in their own research projects and through this contribute to 
important knowledge-building in their own region.

ARCTIC FRONTIERS YOUNG

98



Science for politics
To ensure responsible economic development in the Arctic it is 
essential that politicians have a profound understanding of the 
complex environmental, social and political context in the region. 
Arctic Frontiers, in collaboration with the Science Centre of Northern 
Norway and Troms county administration, facilitates an arena for 
young politicians. Science for Politics is a combination of lectures, 
working groups and presentations held by young politicians in which 
they provide their views on a range of political challenges presented 
to them by scientists and senior politicians. 

Arctic Career Seminar
This seminar is arranged in collaboration with UiT The Arctic University 
of Norway and introduces students to northern career opportunities.  
The seminar consists of four presentations which are followed by 
mingle and networking with peers and experts on Arctic business 
development affairs. 
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Emerging Leaders
Future activities and operations in the Arctic call 
for a broad understanding of the opportunities 
and challenges to ensure sustainable development. 
Emerging Leaders calls for young professionals and 
Ph.D. students/post docs to meet with representatives 
from academia, business and the public sector 
through an inspiring and educational program. 
Selected candidates will participate in a blend of 
technical, social and cultural events during the program. 

Arctic Student Forum
The Arctic Student Forum is arranged in collaboration 
with the Russian Geographical Society (RGS). 
The program consists of lectures by senior scientists, 
politicians, and business representatives, as well as 
study tours and workshops where students introduce 
their own research topics and prepare a report to be 
presented in cross-events during the conference. 
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Arctic Frontiers is about the development of new 
ideas, reconnecting with colleagues and building 
new partnerships for the future development of 
the Arctic. 

As part of this we invite all conference delegates 
to take part in networking receptions, entertaining 
concerts and other cultural experiences during the 
Arctic Frontiers week. A series of these events are run 
under the Open Arctic program, mainly aimed at making 
the conference themes open for the general public in 
Tromsø but also open to conference delegates. 

SOCIAL AND CULTURAL EVENTS
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In 2016 more than 100 journalists representing 30 countries 
and 70 media institutions covered the conference.

Arctic Frontiers is broadcast live simultaneously in English and Russian via the 
Arctic Frontiers website. The presentations from the whole conference are available 
for download from the Arctic Frontiers website alongside official pictures taken 
during the conference.

MEDIA

Photo: Ole Aasheim
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2007: Responsibility for the Arctic 
2008: Challenges for oil and gas development in the North
2009: Major driving forces behind the political interest in the Arctic
2010 : Upcoming environmental, social and economic challenges in the Arctic
2011: The concept of tipping points as it applies to social, economic, and 
 ecological systems in the North
2012 : The global energy outlook, the potential and socioeconomic effect of  
 traditional and renewable energy resources in the High North
2013 : Arctic security issues and the potential for exploitation  
 of marine, biological resources
2014 : Health, society and environment and maritime  
 operational challenges in the Arctic 
2015 : The contribution of Arctic resources to the global energy mix and  
 impacts from climatic change on arctic environment and societies
2016: The balance between resource utilisation and preservation, and between  
 industrial and environmental interests in the Arctic

ARCTIC FRONTIERS TOPICS
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White space – Blue future

The ocean carries vast resources, many of which are undeveloped and undiscovered. 
There are still many poorly known places on the Arctic map, and we know more 
about the surface of moon than the oceans. As the climate gets warmer, new areas 
of ocean in the Arctic are becoming accessible. This has resulted in an increased 
attention from scientists, businesses and states. Arctic Frontiers 2017 will discuss 
the gaps in our knowledge about the Arctic oceans and the role these will play in 
the future.

The key questions to be asked are: What do we know about the processes taking  
place under the ice and the impact of the polar night on Arctic ecosystems? 
Changes occur in the Arctic ecosystems, how much of it is natural? As the arctic 
productivity alters, new species establish, existing species change their geographical 
extent, creating opportunities for new fishing grounds. How do these processes 
alter the dynamics of fisheries? With new areas becoming accessible, how do we 
assess, manage and mitigate risk? How can technology be a driver for arctic business 
development? With new areas to operate in, how do people connect through  
communication and travel infrastructure?

Reibo   Photo: Per Eide
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SECRETARIAT

The Arctic Frontiers secretariat is hosted 
by the research institute Akvplan-niva at 
the Fram Centre in Tromsø, Norway. 

The Fram Centre is the short name for 
The High North Research Centre for 
Climate and the Environment. 

The Fram Centre host scientists from 21 
research institutions engaged in inter-
disciplinary research on Arctic issues. 

E-mail: secretariat@arcticfrontiers.com
Phone: +47 77 75 03 00

The secretariat is led by 
Conference Manager Ole Øvretveit.

Photo: Ronald Johansen
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Senior Partners:

Friends of the conference:

Partners
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Associated Partners


